Heaven in a handbag

Moss Landing woman a hlt In Hullywnud with creatwe accessnnes

By KATHERINE MORRIS
OF THE BEGISTER FAJARDNLAN

MOS5 LANDING — Celebri-
ties like Selma Hayek, Jada
Pinkett Smith and Maris Shriver
may have never vigited Moss
Landing, bot It's very likely that
the high-end designer handbags
they tofe down the red carpei
wore made there,

Out of her well-lighted, airy,
2, 000-square-foot studio that
backs up against the Monjerey
Bay Sanctunry in Moss Landing,
Stella Page créates unique design-
or bags that for years hivve dewwn
the notice of Hollywood stars and
retallers,

"I've got several people who
collect my bags now,” Page sald
as she cluiched a striking bag dec-
oratied with a photo of fumed Mex-
ican artist Frida Kahlo, bordered
with rhinestones and set agalnst
a backdrop of a troplcal fMloral
print. "I Hice to eny that | add a con-
temporary towch to the classic
Kelly bags.”

Page, n Santn Cruz native,
starts with a Lucite *Kelly-siyle
handbag of varying shape and size
with & handle that's either Lucite
ar bamboo,

From there, she takes clippings
of colorful plctures, patterns,
maps, stamps or prints she's col-
leeted in her travels — [rom
books, flyers, theket stubs, ele. —
and sdheres them to the bag
through a process called “de-
coupage,” the French art of cut-
tng oul designs or dlustrations
from paper, foll, etc., and mount-
ing them on ancther surface in &
decorative arrangement.

Finally, she decorates the bag
with rhinestones and covers it
with a coat of clear liguid plastic
that gives the handbag a glossy
Iook while protecting it from
witar, and, voilik, a Stella bag is
hom.

*I've got three main influences
I may work — Asia, Frida Kahlo
and Mexico, nemely the wark of
Jesus Helguern,” Page sald, °| like
i play with a mix of medias and
images.”

Some have an Asian look and
feel, with delicaie Mowers and Im-
nges, while others verge on the
erolic side. Dazzling color and
rich texture make each unigue
handbag gleam with vibrancy.

FPage fimt got her start nearly
four years ago while living and
working as o waliress in Los An-
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Stella Page, owner of Stella Page Designs, works at her production room in Moss Landing
on Tuesday surrounded by her original lines of handbags for women.
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*1 really staried working with
decoupage when | was 16 or 17,
finding plctures | liked, cutting
them out and gluing them on
lunch pails,” she sald. *"ve always
been an artist, but for 25 years, 1
wns o waltress and an artist. Af-
ter that long in the food service
indusiry, [ was really ready for
something mew.”

For many years, Page practiced
hier craflt by making bags for fe-
male friends and family members,
which eventually helped lnunch
hatr carser.

*Things really took off about
Fovur yomrs mgo wiven my sister was
out Lo dinner in San Francisco
wearing one of the bags I'd made
for her,” she sabd, *A man came up
Lo hver in thie restanrant and aaked
her where she had gotten that bag.
When my sister sald that ['d made
it, he gave her his card and asked
her o have me get in toueh with
hilm.™

Within weeks, she found hers
self with a high-end sales repre-
sentative who had gotten her bags
into several trendy boutlques in
LA, including & showroom in the

ihestrions CaliforniaMart where
her handbags sell for roughly 3275
ench,

*It’s crazy how this all meta-
morphosed from gluing pletures
an o few lunchboxes (o this,” said
Page, who now has ellents In the
United Arab Emirates and Lon-
don. She's also been feaiured in
such publications as the Londan
Financial Times.

For several years, she lbved and
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A variety of sizes and shapes, blended with exotic images
and themes, have made the Stella Page Designs handbags
a hot iterm aven in the world of movies stars and celebrities.

worked out of & studlo in down-
town LA, until last Seplembser,
when sho decided she wanied o
return to her Central Coast rools
nnd relocale to Moss Landing.

*1 love Moss Landing so
much,” Page sald, *1 love it, love
i, Jorwe S My family is closer now,
toa., | really decided to move hers
for my healih ®
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