Stolin Puge divplays a Kally Bug at her ftudio i Moas Landing. Bslow. Puga's Gaisha Oir Bag,
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SUGGESS IS IN THE BAG

Moss LANDING DECOUPAGE ARTIST USES PURSES AS HER CANVAS

By VIETONILA MAWLEY
Fervid el I8 Fiter

When Stella Page left her oatbee Sants
Cruz for Los Angeles in the early 1990s,
decoupage was just a hobby of hers. She
fastened paper cutouts to her living room
furniture, of © snall acocssores as giflts
for fnends

Une vear, she gaee her sisier o
purse  with her  signature
decoupaged look on its Lucite
front. While oul for an evemng m
=an Frnoeco wath purse In
hogd, ihe sster was approached
by an inquisitie buyer. When
she said it wam a gift from Page,
hie hamtbed her his busiess cand

A few weeks later, Page’s
hiobby blossomed ol business

She has sinoe retumed to the
Ceniral - Coasl, where she s
chuming oul sewernl dosen
Clutches, purses and bricfcases
for boutiques, benefits and trade
shiows throtgehout Caliormia.

“Mohody knows I'm here,” said
Pagre, 49

Maoving 1o Mpas Landing from
Lo Angedes “was kind ol caresr
agcide,” she sald, bul it alss has
given her an oppontunity (o be
closer to family, and to work af

her own pace in an environment she finds
inespiring

“Everything oul heme is besutiful” sdw
s,

Frian her 2 000-squarefool home-based
studin, the designer ks steadily building
local clientele, including She and Cactus

ginres in Carmel Her line s also jeatured
at botuithques In Los Angeles, Santa Har-
bara, Cabo San Lucas and Lomdon

*l really Bke handpicling oy pleces,”
Pugre said

r'«'1.r"h' [I:II' ':| HFETY tl'l:l'l.l.l:'I.I:I:I' mﬂlhﬂ‘h Ty
ally with some disposable income” the
desigmer's Lucite-and-lesther
RIS &l for an AvErage s
apicoe and come In & bost of
colors, styles and siaea

Hit qh--umqh st o revahee
aroiiri] & few key themes
Victoriareera angels and foral
prinis, and Mexkcan and Aslan
art

The bags themsehes come
from n Bciory in Hong Hong
The paper designs are, Bom
boccs ad prints that Pagee has
picked up of Jocel bookslones
and stathonems i

Pape and her pair of erphoy-
een [msien the culolis 5 e
bags' Lucite fropte  (Phge
won i disclose whit  mediem
she uses on her bags, bul mosd
-I.ll.*l.ull.|-.u.:l: mstenal can | be
{iouind ai cruil stones.)

The bags are finishéd with a
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