Moss Landing artist Stella Page uses a unique decoupage technique
to breathe new life into everything from handbags to furniture

The art of embellishment

By EATHRYN MCEENZIE WICHOLS
Herald Correapondirnt

tella Page believes in dressing
things up a bit — just to k
interesting. And so she apy
embellishment techniques to just
about anvthing she can get her hands

Page, a recent

transplant to Moss
Landing, has h.m.g-u.mmm family ties to
the Monterey Bay area. Her Bohemian
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cousin, Carmel artist Jana Weston, once
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M moved her home apd base of
operations to the little harbor town last

“Embellished items are making a
comeback,” said Page. “Embellishment
I8 VOry pupl.'lll.'n and also things that are
handerafted.”

Her particular style — a sort of fine art
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been around since Victorian
times, but Page gives it a fresh
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oming to Moss
has been a homec for
Page, who moved here
several reasons: first, o escape
the over-cafieinated hubbub of
La-La Land, and secondly, to be
closer 1o her mother, who lives
in Santa Cruz.

Now she's able to explore
her family connections in the
area, in addition to the other
benefits that come with lving
in a beautiful, less-traveled
place.

After 25 in Los
Angeles, "1 was tired,

hysically and mentally,” said
E‘m “It was time for a ife
change. It's tumed out to be a

very good move.”

In addition to coming full
circle in her own history, Page
is also is going back (o

roots in embellishing furniture.
Some of her first creations,

more than 25 years ago,

included chairs, trunks and

[ootstools, She also

decou bicycles,
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find at thrift stores that seemed
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are aoften layered, as is collage
art, and nﬂmﬂmc central
irmages top off intriguing
textural bac Y

Page also chooses strong
themies — for a long time, she
used images of Mexican artist
Frida Kahlo in her work.
Japanese, Chinese and Turkish
imagery are current favorites.

Despite the rave reviews
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a hobby and made her living as
a waitress — contimung to
wark on her creations before
and after her shifis. She
worked for vears at the
elicatessen in

request.

year, and now has a 5. llum-r{mﬂ:
studio there, where in ade to the
handbags, also creates cu
one-ol-a-kind hormiture for

collage applied via decoupage — is
radle,
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Four of these Stella “roundabouts” are used inside
Burbee Studios hair in Carmel.
She took the plunge into Lucas, Mexico, aswellas
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the California Market Center in
downtown Los Angeles, a hub
of cutting-edge West Coast
fashion and design. At its

hundreds of showrooms,
wholesalers seek out fresh
looks in clothing, furniture,
gifts and decor
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s were “discovered”
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Los Angeles boutiques, where
they caught the eye of
celebrites such as Oprah
Wi and Demi Moore
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lndﬂuzbn-i-tudh both in
Carmel, and The Clothing
Store in Pacific Grove.,

In fact, it was for Buzbee
Studio that Page created
several pieces of embellished
furniture recently.
and they bought & 3314~ said

tit‘asis,’ "
Page. For instance, she applied
her art to
“turnabouts,” sort of cu
on casters that hold beauty
supplies, which had come with
the salon

“They're totally functional,”
said Page, who uses a
E::rlyurrﬂm coating to protect

designs.

She has also embellished
baby furmniture with an
mmﬂ-ﬂmlh:kmundﬂ:-rl
home in Pacific Palisades
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For imformation on Stella
Page Design, see the Web site
wiir. stellapage com or call
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