Stella Page creates her custom handbags in her Moss Landing studio with four part-time employees.
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OWHNER: Stella Page

WHAT: A wholesaler and
an e-Commerce business
selling limited-edition,
high-end ddcoupage
handbags and compacts.
WHERE: 8022 A Moss
Landing Road, Moss
Landing.
MOURS: Retail sales are
available &t the
warehouse, but by
appontment only,
INFORMATION: Frone anc
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Comy;, www. stedlapage oom.
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These handbags carry some serious flair

Moss Landing resident fulfills artistic passion with creative business

By KIRSTEN FAIRCHILDS

SENTINEL CORRESPONDENT

Stella Page made the leap from walt-
ing tables to designing high-end hand-
bags look like a single baby step

In fact, the Moss Land-
ing resident said she has
her 25-year career as a
waltreds to thank for pre
paring her for her second career as an
accessories designer,

Shortly after waiting on her final
table in 1999, Page fou Stella Page

Design. Her limited edition, customized
handbags and compacts are carried in
high-end retail stores, spas and resorts
in several countries as well as in Pacif
ic Grove, Carmel Valley, Santa Barbara
and Beverly Hills.

“| have a strong work ethic.” said
Page, a Palo Alto native whose fami-
Iy moved to Santa Cruz when she was
a child “From being a waltress for so
long, | know how to get up and go in
the morning

“I don't lay in bed thinking about
how things aren't working out. I just
get up and go make them happen.”

Page. now 50, walted tables locally
at the Catalyst and at the now defunct
Bea's Koffee Kup. She sald ina
moment she realized she was tired of
working as a waltress and walked out

MOSS
LANDING

in the middle of a shift at Langer's Deli
in MacArthur Park In Los Angeles.

She borrowed $300 from her older sis-
ter Rebecca and bought 25 4 made
out of Lucite and began découpaging
them. She tried selling them 1o stores
as well as holding court at flea markets,
bul didn't get a break until a sales rep
rescntative offered to represent her
tfer aeeing oné of het bage

Just 12 months after leaving the res
taurant business, Fage was flown out
for a thank you party at the prestigious
Henrl Bendel store on Fifth Avenue in
New York

“They were selling more of my bags
per day in their acoessories department
than any other item.” Page said. "So
they threw me a party. That happened
because | had a rep.”

Growing up, Page loved to draw in
pen and ink. She attended Harbor High
School and began teaching hersedf the at
of découpage using both candy and ciga
retle-pack wrappers af the age of 17.

Interested in pursuing a career as an
artist, a 19 year-old Page enrolled at the
Fashion Institute of Design and Mer-
chandising in San Francisco, but things
didn't turn out the way she expected.

“My teacher didn’t encourage me at
all.” Page sald “She literally told me to
B0 marry & rich guy

“So ldid”

Page's marriage ended 10 years later.
She moved to Southern California to
aftend FIDM's Los Angeles branch, and
although waltressing always pald the
bills, she contigued to déooupage dally.

Although she was now making a liv-
ing as an artist, Page said she began
burning out on the Los Angeles soene
She was producing 1,600 & year
with vory Hitle hadn (n addition-tn
Henri Bended in New York, the trendy
Fred ! store in Santa Monica also
carried her lines.

Page moved Stella Page Design to
Moss Landing on Sept. 3, 2003, One rea-
son was to get out of Los Angeles; the
other was to be closer to her mother

She no longer has a sales rep and has
cut production back to 800 bags a vear
She has four fime employees who
work alongside her in the 2 020-square
foot warehouse that houses Stella Page
s g

She creates four lines a year, one for
each season. The bags come In six or
seven sizes and are produced to Page's
specifications at a factory in China.

Page and her workers take the bags,
which are made out of leather and mar-
bled Lucite, and découpage one side of
them with coated glossy paper made in
Los Angeles that she said is a bit thick-
er than magazine paper

Various coats of polyurethane are

then applied. Beads are also added;
each bag s also numbered — only 50
are made from each design

Page sald Asian, African-American,
African-Parisian and Latina influenc-
&3 are some of the common motifs she
uses. She also »4 hags with erot.
ica themes, which most often consist
of 17th century Chinese erotic desians
These baps were featured In a 2003
weekend fagition tssue of the Loandon
Financial Times.

“Stella Page hags are |ike nothing
you've ever seen before,” said Camille
Boren, the supervisor of the luxury
boutiqgue at the Bacara Resort and Spa
in Santa Barbara

“For at least the past three years,
they are consistently one of our best-
selling handbags.”

As for Page herself, she sald her
handbags have it pretty good after they

leave her care

“My handbags have the best life.~
sald Page, who ibed a typical cus-
tomer as a welltraveled, 50-plus wom-
an. “Their owners are uiunlr- very fit.
They have beautiful skin. ‘I'll:mr drive
around in a nice car. They travel the
world and go to t parties.

“It's a cha life they have.™
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